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Executive Summary

Connections for Classroonf§FC)is a competitive grant program joining

multiple state agencies around the common goal of ensuring Georgia schools and
classrooms have the higipeed broadband accesguieed for digital and blended
learning. The prograrhasinvestedmore thar$89 million in grant awardérom

the following two sources:

1 Bond funds appropriated to the Georgia Department of Education
(GaDOE)

1 State general funds appropriated to the OneGadvgthority at the
Department of Community Affairs (DCA).
Student Achievement (GOSA) manages the funds.

The program is part of a broader statewide effort to expand classroorspagh

broadband access in response to Governokrea Di gi t al Learning Ta:¢
recommendationgs s wel |l as GaDOEOGs efforts to enabl
Georgia students.

The effort complements the expansion of th
(USG) PeachNet network to connect every Gedrgizal EducationalAgency

(LEA) to its highspeed network. The partnership between USG and GaDOE

ensured that all district central offices have 100 megabits per second per school of

bandwidth as of July 2015. Connections for Classrooffiess schoolsthe

opportunity to incresenetwork infrastructure to effectively utilize the increased

bandwidth at the classroom level.

To align with the task force recommendations and prioritize funding, the grant
application and award criterfioritize funding districts that will leverage

technol ogy to i mplement digital l earnin
control over the time, place, path, and

Table 1: CFC Summary by Round

g,
/ or

Round | Amount Awarded | Participating LEAs Eligible Expenditures
1 $37 million 104 Network Infrastructure
2 $25.3 million 136 E-rate Category 2
3 $15.1 million 62 E-rate Category 2
4 $4.0 million 33 Digital Learning Devices
5 $8.0million 71 E-Rate, Network, and Digital Learning Devic

! Definition as outlined in the Digital Learning Task Force recommendations and adapted from
Digital Learning Now! and the Florida Virtual Schobttps://gosa.georgia.gov/whdigital-

learning
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In 2014,CFC providedapproximately $37 million in funds for Local Education
Agencies (LEAS) to upgrade broadband infrastructure at the district, school, and
classroom levelsAll Round 1 reimbursements ax@mplete

In late 2014, the éderal CommunicationSommission (FCCinfused $2 billion
into Category 2 of the federalate program to focus on building out schaoid

classroorrevel network infrastructure. With these changes, Georgia districts

became eligible for as much as $188 milliorCistegory Zunds over the next

five years.

Given this change, Rous@ and 3shifted
focus toexclusivelyprovidefunds for the
LEASGE-rate local matclnstead odirectly
funding infrastructureallowingschools to
leverage federal funds towards their
infrastructure needs alosigle their grant
money. Round 2 fulll
matcho for al |l RoHEMS
1 grantsbut still had unfunded schetdvel

infrastructure needs. Approximately $25.

Over thefirst three rounds$77
million in statefunded grants
to 159 LEAs haenabled them
to receive $129 million in
federal ERate funds foschool
network infrastructure, for a
total networkinfrastructure
investmenbf $206 million

million wasawarded to 136 LEAsnabling

LEAs to receive more than @9nillion in E-rate funds

Round 3 applications opened to all LEAs with remainiagite Category 2
eligibility in summer 2015 and closed in October 2015. 62 LEAs applied.
Governor Deahnnounced $15 million in Round 3 awards in 201@vhich
enabl@ districts to receive $6.8million in E-rate funds

Overall, the progradhs f i r st héavédenabled nary Geodyis districts,

| ocal
for

state schoolsgandstate charter schools to make critical upgrades to their network
infrastructure. In total, over the last two years, $77 million statefunded grants
to 159 LEAs haenabled them to receive $129 million in federdR&e funds for
school network infrasucture for atotal networkinfrastructure investment of

$206 million

With the remaining & million in funds,CFC shifted focus fothe Round4 to
fund digital learning devicessuch as laptops and tabléts rural, highneed
districts poised to imlpment digital learning. Fifegight(58) districts applied for

$11.9million in fall 2016 After independent reviewers scorapplications, 33

rural, highneed school districts received $4 million in grants in December 2016.

In 2017, & prior ConnectionBr Classrooms rounds wound dowmary grantees
did not spend athwarded funds. As sucBFCrescinded those funds to be used
in another grant round since many other districts still had remaining network and
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device needs. In summer 2017, GOSA surveybdadistrict technology

directors and charter school leaders to learn the most strategic focus for the next
round. The survey indicated a mixture of need across thé statae needed
increased investment in network infrastructure, while others needé¢al digi

learning devices. With that in mind, GOSA launched Round 5 in September 2017
which allowed applicants to request funds for either network infrastructure or
digital devices. Rral, highneed districts, state schools, and charter schosis
eligible toapplyfor Round 5more details on eligibilit criteriaareavailable on

p. 1J).

In January 2018, Governor Deal awarded $7.1 million to 60 applicants that scored
a 50 or higheduring the review procesfwardees includ#51 districts, two

state charter schools, and seven local charter sci8®mientyfour percent 714%)

of awards were for digital devices, while the remaining 268te fornetwork
infrastructure. The twelve remaining districts that did not receive furvdang

provided the opportunity to revise and resubmit their applications for rescoring in
early 2018.

In February 2018, Governor Deal awarded an additional $778&vien
applicants that scored 50 or higlaerring the review processAwardees included
six districts and one state charter school. The full list of Round 5 awardees is
available in Appendix B.

The followingannual reporsummarizes CFC program activities from the
beginning of the program through the end of 2018.
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Figure 1: Map of Connections for Classroom&ounds 13 Awardees
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Figure 3: Map of Round 5 Awardees
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